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Karlyn’s Powerful Journey to Freedom

Karlyn knows what it feels like to have your life change in an instant and what it
mMeans to start over.

She came to Oregon in her early 30s, hopeful for a fresh start. With three young
children to provide for, she set out to begin paralegal school. But soon Karlyn
was trapped in a dangerous situation and witnessed violence that would change
the course of her life. Karlyn spent more than 30 years behind bars. She won an
appeal, but it took another 10 years before she was released. At the beginning of
2026, in her 60s, Karlyn was finally freed.

Ten years earlier, Karlyn had written to Sponsors, asking for help. Sponsors replied
with an offer of safe transitional housing. When Karlyn was finally free a decade
later, Sponsors still honored that offer.

At Sponsors, Karlyn found what she describes as a “soft nest.” She had a
comfortable bed, real clothes, a view of trees, and, perhaps most importantly,
people who cared about her. Staff members Melissa and Destiny welcomed her
with open arms.

Karlyn described: “Melissa opened the window in my room and reached her arms
out to show me | was free. Then she pointed to the soft
quilt I was sitting on. ‘You keep that, she said.”

“It was one of the first things that was mine,” Karlyn recalls,
feeling the quilt on her fingertips.

Your generosity makes moments like this possible. It
gives women like Karlyn a safe place, caring people to
welcome them home, and the practical resources they
need to build a new life.

Karlyn's story continues on the next page
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Karlyn was ready to make the most of her opportunity. When she arrived at
Sponsors’ Reentry Resource Center (RRC), Deputy Director Hunter Nelms was
there to greet her. He assured Karlyn and helped her feel confident as she took
the first challenging steps in rebuilding her life. In the RRC, she created a resume
and learned how to use her new cell phone. Her Peer Specialist, Reilly, helped her
keep track of appointments, housing applications, and more.

Up every morning at 5 a.m., Karlyn was |
out the door by 5:30, looking for work. On | t
a typical gray spring day, she tried to beat @ |
the rain she knew was coming. She walked &
quickly to apply for a job. With just a few
blocks to go, the sky opened up, and Karlyn
was drenched. She recalls walking up the
stairs to All-Star Staffing, soaking wet but
still determined. She wanted to burst into
tears, but instead sat down and shared her
story. Inspired, they called her back the next &
day to offer her the job. All-Star Staffing
believes in second-chance employment
and in Karlyn; they celebrated her first 100 Karlyn celebrating her first 100 days of freedom.
days of freedom with an office party. She continues to excel in her role.
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Today, Karlyn has transitioned from Sponsors into PNW Uplift, a safe and sober
group home. She is being trained to run the next group home that opens. She
looks forward to helping others rebuild their lives.

Karlyn's story is a powerful reminder that second chances are about more than
just freedom. They require a safe place to land, a supportive community, and the
opportunity to discover who you can become.

Karlyn is grateful for her faith, her people, and the soft landing she
found at Sponsors. With her characteristic warmth, she says, “You
make the best of what you get handed.” You gave Karlyn the chance
to begin anew, and she is making the most of it.

Tickets for Change Shines Through the Rain

Although the outdoor benefit concert at Hinman
Vineyards was rained out, Tickets for Change raffle
ticket purchasers made a big difference. Together,
you raised $2,130 for second chances! Thank

you to the businesses and individuals who made
the Tickets for Change virtual raffle a success, and
congratulations to the raffle winners.




New Passenger Van
Expands Access to
Health, Recovery, and
Community Support

® Thanks to an anonymous donor, Sponsors
participants have a safer way to travel to
medical appointments, recovery meetings,
and other appointments. The new van

has space to safely transport wheelchairs
and individuals with limited mobility. We

Staff members (from left to right) Marcus,
Hunter, Reilly, and Travis, with the new van ful . b A
in the parking lot at Roosevelt Crossing. are gratetul to community members wno

Mmake second chances possible!

Second Chance Champion: Gp =3
Essex General Construction 2, EI*®

Thank you to the generous partnership of long-time
supporters Essex General Construction. This year, they
invested in the Reentry Resource Center. Services
offered in the Resource Center include:

* Employment readiness and job placement support
e Housing navigation and stable living resources
e Health & Wellness support

Justice Reimagined Tour
attendees learn about the RRC.

® Educational workshops such as basic finance Look behind the scenes with us
and budgeting 4 by signing up for a future tour
|,"._‘_, on our website:

A sponsorsinc.org/get-involved
Thank you! # Essex

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Annual Coat Drive Keeps Folks Warm as They
Seek Employment, Attend Appointments

Every year we receive hundreds of requests for warm winter coats - r
from folks who greatly need them. Please help keep someone warm 2
this fall and winter! We gratefully accept new and gently used,
clean coats. Drop off coats at:

2026
e Sponsors 338 Highway 99N M-F 8AM-5PM
* Lookout Eugene-Springfield 771 Willamette St M-F 8AM-6PM (Nov + Dec)

Sponsor warm coats on our website: sponsorsinc.org/donate




From the Director: Annie Herz

As | write this, fall is in the morning air, and our Roosevelt
Crossing campus is coming to life. Participants are gathering

in the courtyard over coffee, heading off to work, and some are
starting their day in the weight room. It's one of those moments
that reminds me what a special community we have built.

With your support, Sponsors continues to be a place where
possibility, transformation, and empowerment are tangible
every day.

This summer, we officially launched Sponsors’ Reentry
Consulting Program, creating the opportunity to support communities across Oregon
and beyond as they develop, expand, and strengthen their reentry services. To date,
we have had the privilege of supporting both
emerging and established reentry programs

in Eastern Oregon, Madras, Bend, Medford and
Springfield. Through the generosity of donors,
we have established a scholarship fund that
increases access to our consulting services for
organizations that might otherwise lack the
resources to benefit from this support.

The consulting program reflects Sponsors’
position as a nationally recognized leader in
reentry services. Over the past 53 years, we have
gained valuable knowledge about the many Sponsors staff with visitors from Sriponya
factors that lead to a positive reentry experience. Collective, Changing Patterns, Inc, Golden
The response to this new program has been Rule ReEntry, and Second Chance Ranch

. . at a Reentry Consulting Workshop we
overwhelmingly positive, and we look forward to  j,,sted in August.

seeing its impact continue to grow.

| also want to share an important update on our progress towards breaking ground on
The Coleman, a 52-unit affordable housing community being developed in collaboration
with Homes for Good. As is often the case with housing development projects, the path
forward has included a few unexpected turns. Despite a modest delay, we remain very
excited about the impact The Coleman will have on housing access for individuals with
conviction histories. We anticipate breaking ground in the spring of 2027.

As always, | am grateful for your support of Sponsors, your belief in second chances, and
the many ways you contribute to this beautiful community we share.

Warmly,







